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Celebrating 121 Years of Service: Rotary’s Inspiring Journey

23rd February — Rotary International Foundation Day23rd February marks a historic and proud moment for Rotarians
across the globe. On this day in 1905, a young attorney named Paul Harris gathered three friends in Chicago with a simple
yet powerful idea — to create a circle of professionals who could build friendship and serve their community. That
humble meeting led to the birth of Rotary International, an organization that has now completed 121 years of dedicated
service above self.

AVision That Became a Global Movement

From a small club in Chicago to a worldwide network of more than 1.4 million members, Rotary has grown into a symbol
of integrity, fellowship, and humanitarian service. Rotary’s guiding principle — “Service Above Self” — continues to
inspire generations of leaders to take meaningful action in their communities.

lives through sustainable projects and impactful initiatives.
Areas of Focus — Changing Lives Globally

Rotary concentrates on seven key areas of focus:

* Promoting Peace

¢ Fighting Disease

¢ Providing Clean Water & Sanitation

e Saving Mothers & Children

e Supporting Education

e Growing Local Economies

e Protecting the Environment

One of Rotary’s most remarkable achievements is its leadership in the global fight against polio through the Polio Plus
initiative, in partnership with organizations like the WHO and UNICEF. Because of these efforts, the world is closer than
ever to becoming polio-free.

Rotary—More Than Service

Rotaryis not only about projects — it is about people and purpose. It builds lifelong friendships, nurtures leadership skills,
encourages ethical practices, and unites individuals from diverse cultures and professions under one common goal: to
make the world a better place.Rotary clubs serve as platforms where ideas turn into action and compassion transforms
into community impact.

RotaryinIndia
India has one of the largest Rotary memberships in the world. Indian Rotarians have made outstanding contributions in

healthcare camps, education initiatives, rural development, water conservation, disaster relief, and youth
empowerment programs. Their dedication reflects Rotary’s commitment to grassroots transformation.

Celebrating 121 Years

As we celebrate 121 glorious years of Rotary, we honor the vision of Paul Harris and the countless Rotarians who carried
forward his dream. Each project completed, each life touched, and each community empowered is a tribute to this

enduring legacy. This anniversary is not just a celebration of history — it is a renewed commitment to the future. The
journey continues, guided by compassion, leadership, and the unwavering spirit of service.

Let us proudly say:“Happy 121st Birthday, Rotary! May we continue to serve with dedication, unity, and purpose.”

Service Above Self—Then, Now, and Always.
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